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ST.THOMAS SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH

INFORMATION

FROM THE VICAR'S DESK

Dear Parish Families,
A new academic year for our CCD and Malayalam school will
begin in September. Please pray for our children to have a good
year of learning. On behalf of our parish family, I would like to
commend the principal and teachers of both the CCD and
Malayalam schools for their excellent work, dedication, positive
attitude, and everything they do for our kids. I believe the
generous time and effort they spend help shape the lives of our
children, which doesn't go unnoticed by God and all of us. May
God bless all the staff of CCD and Malayalam school abundantly
for their dedication.
"And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these
little ones to drink because he is a disciple—amen, I say to
you, he will surely not lose his reward.” Matthew 10:42
May God Bless You All
Fr. George (Joshy) Elambasseril

ELIYAH-SLIBA-MOSES KALALM

St. Vincent De
Paul

Address: 810 E, 221 St., Bronx, NY 10467
Phone: (718) 944-4747
Fax: (347) 920-4296
Website: www.stsmcc.org
Email: stsmccbronx810@gmail.com

Pastor / Vicar:

Fr. George Elambasseril: 248-794-4343

TRUSTEES

Shaiju Kalathil : 914-330-7378
Jyothi Kannetumyalil : 646-334-7183
Nijo Koippally : 914-441-1649

PARISH SECRETARY

Shaimol Kumpiluvely : 914-330-6375

CHURCH SCHEDULE

Sunday: 8:15 AM, 11:15 AM & 4PM HolyMass
Weekdays: 7:00 PM HolyMass (Except on Thursday )
Saturday: 9:00 AM - Holy Mass, Novena

WEEKLY PRAYER SCHEDULE

Let's Pray Together-Please Join Our Online Prayer Meeting
Every Tuesday(Rosary), Saturday(Rosary), and Sunday
(Divine Mercy or Stations of the Cross(During Lent) at 9 PM
Dial: 1-609-746-1082; 740941# Or
Dial the toll-free number:1-206-451 6073
Prayers change as per the season

( SEPTEMBER 11, TO OCTOBER 29, 2022 )

This season points to the second coming of our Lord and the ultimate success of the
cross. The main themes during this period are the end of the world, death and the last
judgment. It exhorts us to be always alert against the temptations of the devil and to
eradicate sin from our lives. During this period the faithful try their best to have an
experience of the heavenly bliss here on earth itself, a foretaste of the intimate union
with the Divine Person.

Mother Teresa

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, September 1st: Ettu Nombu begins
Saturday, Sept 3rd: St Vincent De Paul Dinner
Sunday, September 4th: Canonization of Mother Teresa 2016.
Monday, September 5th: Feast celebration of SI. Teresa of Kolkata
Thursday, September 8th: Birth of Mother Mary. Conclusion of Ettu Nombu
Sunday, September 11th: CCD and Malayalam classes will be starting on September 11, 2022
Thursday, September 15th: Our Lady of Sorrows
Saturday, September 17th: Church Onam celebrations organized by SMCC are scheduled
at Secor Rd park, Hartsdale.
Wednesday, September 21st: Feast of SI. Mathew, Apostle
Thursday, September 22nd: Autumn begins
Saturday, September 24th: Celebration of St Vincent DePaul Feast
Saturday, September 24th: Our Lady of Mercy

Wedding Anniversary Celebration Month of AUG 2022

Happy

Wedding

Anniversary

SAINT MATTHEW APOSTLE
St Matthew the Apostle is also known as Levi. He was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus.
Before being called by Jesus, he was a tax collector. He is the author of The Gospel of St
Matthew. He preached the Gospel to the Jewish community in Judea and later went to other
countries. We celebrate his feast day on September 21 every year in the Catholic Church.
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IMPORTANT
NOTICES

SACRAMENTS OF MARRIAGE & BAPTISM
Please contact our Pastor & Vicar Rev. Fr. George (Joshy) Elambasseril for the Sacraments of
Marriage and Baptism. Cell: 248-794-4343
BIRTHDAYS AND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

If anyone would like to be featured in the bulletin for their birthdays and wedding
anniversaries please send an email to the following email one month ahead: email:
Churchbulletin2022@gmail.com.
PARISHIONER’S EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST

Receive important notices and any changes to the church schedule. (I.e. increment weather
cancellations, mass time changes, etc.) Emails will be sent out to those who are on the
distribution list. If you are not receiving emails, add your email to the distribution list by
sending an email to stsmccbronx810@gmail.com. Please provide your email, Name, Address,
and Membership(env #) information in your email
CCD & MALAYALAM SCHOOL

CCD classes will be starting on September 11, 2022. Please
register your children online by using the following link ASAP
https://bit.ly/3Au6lvY.
Malayalam school classes will start on September 11th
2022.Please register your children online using the following link:
https://form.jotform.com/stsmcc.ccd/malayalam-schoolregistration
INSTALLATION OF NEW BISHOP

Installation of Mar.Joy Alappat as the New Bishop of our Diocese is scheduled on Saturday
October 1st. Please remember we will not have Holy Qurbana in our church from September
26th - October 1st, as Joshy achan will be in Chicago during this time.
CHURCH ONAM CELEBRATIONS

Our Church Onam celebrations organized by SMCC is scheduled on Saturday, September 17th
at Secor Rd park, Hartsdale. Having it in a park will give us more space and opportunities to
plan for Procession with Maveli, Thiruvathira, Traditional games( Puli kali), for both adults
and children and Ona Sadhya. The ticket for family is $50 and single is $15. SMCC is inviting
all parishioners to Register ASAP and enjoy Onam. Please contact Benny Muttappallil ( SMCC
president @ 914-815-3489) for details.
MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE

Please Note the dates of the upcoming Marriage Preparation Course. It’s an ONLINE
Program. Dates: October 7th Friday - 9th Sunday, 2022. We encourage our youth and young
adults to register for Marriage Preparation Course. Please email
familyapostolate.chicago@gmail.com for registration.
For more details Please contact:familyapostolate.chicago@gmail.com
Fr Paul Chalissery 919-7497175.
Mr JosePrakash 954-540-7286.
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St. Vincent de Paul,
Apostle of Charity
St. Vincent de Paul was born to a poor peasant family in
the French village of Pouy on April 24, 1581. His first
formal education was provided by the Franciscans. He
did so well, he was hired to tutor the children of a nearby
wealthy family. He used the monies he earned teaching
to continue his formal studies at the University of
Toulose where he studied theology.
He was ordained in 1600 and remained in Toulose for a
time. In 1605, while on a ship traveling from Marseilles to
Narbone, he was captured, brought to Tunis and sold as
a slave. Two years later he and his master managed to
escape and both returned to France.
St. Vincent went to Avignon and later to Rome to
continue his studies. While there he became a chaplain
to the Count of Goigny and was placed in charge of
distributing money to the deserving poor. He became
pastor of a small parish in Clichy for a short period of
time, while also serving as a tutor and spiritual director.
From that point forward he spent his life preaching
missions to and providing relief to the poor. He even
established hospitals for them. This work became his
passion. He later extended his concern and ministry to
convicts. The need to evangelize and assist these souls
was so great and the demands beyond his own ability to
meet that he founded the Ladies of Charity, a lay
institute of woman, to help, as well as a religious
institute of priests - the Congregation of Priests of the
Mission, commonly referred to now as the Vincentians.
This was at a time when there were not many priests in
France and what priests there were, were neither wellformed nor faithful to their way of life. Vincent helped
reform the clergy and the manner in which they were
instructed and prepared for the priesthood.
He did this first through the presentation of retreats and
later by helping develop a precursor to our modern day
seminaries. At one point his community was directing 53
upper level seminaries.

His retreats, open to priests and laymen, were so well
attended that it is said he infused a "Christian spirit
among more than 20,000 persons in his last 23 years."
The Vincentians remain with us today with nearly 4,000
members in 86 countries. In addition to his order of
Vincentian priests, St. Vincent cofounded the Daughters
of Charity along with St. Louise de Marillac. There are
more than 18,000 Daughters today serving the needs of
the poor in 94 countries. He was eighty years old when
he died in Paris on September 27, 1660.He had "become
the symbol of the successful reform of the French
Church". St. Vincent is sometimes referred to as "The
Apostle of Charity" and "The Father of the Poor".
His incorrupt heart can be found in the Convent of the
Sisters of Charity and his bones have been embedded in
a wax effigy of the Saint located at the Church of the
Lazarist Mission. Both sites are located in Paris, France.
Two miracles have been attributed to St Vincent - a nun
cured of ulcers and a laywoman cured of paralysis. As a
result of the first, Pope Benedict XIII beatified him on
August 13, 1729. Less than 8 years later (on June 16, 1737)
he was canonized by Pope Clement XIII. The Bull of
Canonization recognized Vincent for his charity and
reform of the clergy, as well as for his early role in
opposing Jansenism.
It has been reported that St. Vincent wrote more than
30,000 letters in his lifetime and that nearly 7,000 had
been collected in the 18th century. There are at least
five collections of his letters in existence today.
The feast day for St. Vincent, the patron of all charitable
societies, is September 27.
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Jose Njarakunnel
914-843-2106

Dear Families,
It is great to be back and preparing for another year in our religious education program (CCD). We hope
you have all had an enjoyable and safe summer and look forward to growing in Christ with you and your
family this year!
Our mission in religious education is to collaborate with parents to form a new generation of Catholics
who know and love their Catholic faith. While our children and youth will receive a strong formation in
our parish religious education program, the Church has strongly encouraged all parents, the primary
faith teachers, to walk closely with their children as they grown in knowledge and practice of the
Catholic faith – “The Christian Family is the first place for education in prayer” (CCC #2694). We thank all
the parents who enrolled their children and place their trust in our faith formation program.
Our CCD program is one of the strongest and most vibrant in our Diocese. We have the commitment,
hard work, and selfless sacrifice of many young adults and experienced adults with various professional
backgrounds who serve as catechists. In May 2021, Pope Francis with his Apostolic Letter ‘Motu Proprio’,
instituted the lay ministry of catechist. With the rise of a globalized culture, Pope Francis has elevated
our CCD teachers as ministers in the church with an urgent need for evangelization in the modern world.
This gives CCD an important mission in the transmission of faith. Here is a snippet of Pope Francis’
‘Motu Proprio’:
“The role played by catechists is one specific form of service among others within the Christian
community. Catechists are called first to be experts in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith as it
develops through its different stages from the initial proclamation of the kerygma to the instruction that
presents our new life in Christ and prepares for the sacraments of Christian initiation, and then to the
ongoing formation that can allow each person to give an accounting of the hope within them (cf. 1 Pet 3:15).
At the same time, every catechist must be a witness to the faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion
and pedagogue, who teaches for the Church. Only through prayer, study, and direct participation in the life
of the community can they grow in this identity and the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf.
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).”
Sincerely,
Jose Njarakunnel
CCD Principal
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WHY IS MARY CALLED OUR LADY OF SORROWS?
We celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 15th. It commemorates the profound
union of heart that existed between the Mother of the Redeemer and the Savior, through which she
experienced many interior sorrows as a consequence of His Mission, but particularly during His
Passion and Death.
THE SEVEN SORROWS OF MARY

OUR LADY OF SORROWS

The First Sorrow of Mary: The Prophecy of Simeon at the Presentation in the Temple
In keeping with tradition, after Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem to be
presented to the Lord. As was written in the Law of the Lord, “Every first-born male must be consecrated to
the Lord.” It was there that a holy man named Simeon prophesized that this Child would be a sign (of God) which
shall be contradicted by men. “Behold this Child is set…for a sign which shall be contradicted. And Thy own soul
a sword shall pierce.”
The Second Sorrow of Mary: The Flight into Egypt
After the birth of Jesus, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream warning, “Rise, take the child and
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” Joseph and Mary fled as was instructed; after King Herod died, the angel appeared once again to
Joseph in a dream letting him know that he can return to the land of Israel with Mary and Jesus.
The Third Sorrow of Mary: The Loss of Jesus in the Temple
When Jesus was 12-years-old, He traveled to Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph as was customary to celebrate
the feast of Passover. On their journey home, Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but His parents didn’t know
it. When they realized He was missing, they searched for Him among the caravan of travelers, without success.
They ultimately returned to Jerusalem where they found Him on the third day in a temple sitting among the
teachers. Mary asked Jesus, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for
you anxiously.” He said to them, “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?”
The Fourth Sorrow of Mary: Mary Encounters Jesus on the Way of the Cross
Image the anguish that Blessed Mary endured as she encountered her son on the way to His death. Mary
expressed her immense sorrow to St. Bridget of Sweden telling her, “By the footsteps of my Son, I knew where
He had passed, for along the way the ground was marked with blood.”
The Fifth Sorrow of Mary: Jesus Dies on the Cross
Blessed Mary stood at the foot of the cross and watched as Jesus breathed His last breath. She was there
suffering alongside her son. “Anyone who had been present then on Mount Calvary would have seen two altars
on which two great sacrifices were being offered: the one in the body of Jesus—the other in the heart of
Mary.” (St. John Chrysostom)
The Sixth Sorrow of Mary: Jesus Is Taken Down From the Cross
The Pietà—Michelangelo’s sculptural masterpiece of Blessed Mary holding the lifeless body of her crucified son
is one of the most profound visual illustrations of the ultimate sorrow felt by Blessed Mary.
The Seventh Sorrow of Mary: Jesus is Laid in the Tomb
As Jesus’ body is wrapped in cloth and prepared for burial, Blessed Mary must leave Jesus’ body at His final
resting place.
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Mother Teresa Symbol
of Charity

Mother Teresa was a famous Roman Catholic nun who founded the
Missionaries of Charity which is a religious congregation that is
Roman Catholic and active in 133 countries with over four thousand
sisters.
They are responsible for homes and hospices for those with
tuberculosis, leprosy, and HIV/AIDS as well as running soup
kitchens, counseling programs for families, orphanages, and
schools. Those working for her missionaries must accept the vows
of poverty, chastity, obedience, and to give to those who are poor.
She received numerous honors such as the Nobel Peace Prize in
1979. She was beatified in late 2003 and has only one miracle
needed before she can be recognized as a saint by the Catholic
Church. On the 1999 Gallup List she is accredited for being the most
widely admired person of the 20th century.
There are those who criticize her for not giving painkillers or
medical care to people with the notion that their suffering will bring
them closer to Jesus. Some have also stated she misused
charitable money and had too close of a relationship with dictators.
In 1983 while visiting the Pope she suffered a heart attack. It was
followed by a second one six years later and then she received a
pacemaker. At the time she attempted to resign from the head of
the Missionaries of Charity but was voted to stay on.
She finally stepped down in March of 1997 and then passed away the
fifth of the following September. She received a state funeral as the
Indian government wished to show gratitude for all of her work with
the poor.
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BULLETIN
ADVERTISMENT

Any advertisers who would like
to be featured in the bulletin,
please reach out to bulletin
editor, Alex Pulickal. Email:
churchbulletin2022@gmail.com.

BULLETIN EDITORIAL MEMBERS
Alex Pulickal, Nijo Koippally
Edwin Katthi & Sibichan Mampillil

